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OUR MISSION

Un ponte per... (UPP) is a volunteer association established in 1991, right after the
Gulf War. It started its activities as Un Ponte per Baghdad with the aim of
organizing solidarity initiatives in favour of Iraqi civil society, which was undergoing
the effects of the war first, and the embargo later. In about 20 years, Un Ponte
per..., working in strong connection with local organizations, has organized relief
work and promoted cooperation projects in the fields of health, education, water
and sanitation, human rights and labour. Nowadays, Un Ponte per... is
strengthening and enlarging its partnership in coherence with its priorities:
supporting civil society development and human rights protection. Moreover, Un
Ponte per... believes that cooperation projects and solidarity activities should be
closely linked to advocacy activities and to the commitment to prevent conflicts.

In Italy Un Ponte per... focuses its action on the following activities: campaigns to
raise awareness on international justice, peace education and the promotion of
cultural events and exchanges aiming at spreading information about the Near
East and the Balkans.

The aim is to foster a culture based on peace and tolerance through the
construction of strong links between Italian and European societies and the
countries where the NGO is working.

In 1999, during the war, Un Ponte per... sent medicines and dispensaries to
hospitals in former Yugoslavia Federation. On the following years it kept on
working with refugees in SERBIA by organizing delegations of volunteers and
started up sponsorship and hosting programs for children and youth as well as
training courses to facilitate the access to work for refugees. In LEBANON the
organization has a strong cooperation with NGOs working in Palestinian refugee
camps and there it supports social programs addressed especially to youth and
children. In JORDAN UPP is working for Iraqi refugees and migrant workers through
the provision of assistance to the most vulnerable categories. The activities in
TURKEY can be included in the work done for the promotion of a democratization
process in the country that should lead to peace and reconciliation among
different components of the Turkish society.
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Medlink — Mediterranean interweaving (MENA and
Europe)
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with the support of other Italian NGOs, trade unions,
and associations that have been committed to peace
and democracy. All NGOs are part of a committee that
aims at initiating and promoting debates on social,
political and cultural themes in the Mediterranean
area. In November 2006 a three-day meeting was
organized in Rome with more than 100 guests among
whom there were human rights activists,
representatives of women associations and speakers
from trade unions and youth organizations, coming
from 30 countries. Meetings were held yearly and the
last one was held in September 2008 in Sweden during
the European Social Forum in Malmo. Since 2009 the
program has been focusing on protection of Human
Rights Defenders and spreading information on civic
activism in the Med. Basin. Donor: Regione Lazio

The Reform of Family Law (Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt,
Palestine)

LAONF - Promotion of non-violence in Iraq and in the
Near East

The project supports a network of nonviolent activists
in Iraq. Un ponte per..., with the Catalan association
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of seminars during 2006. These meetings were
attended by 40 activists from 6 Arab countries
together with international experts. After these
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organized in April 2006, and the event was held yearly
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promoted on the web site of the project
(www.laonf.net). The project is currently promoting
civic education and participation events throughout
Iraq and facilitating de-centralized cooperation among
EU and Iraqi local Authorities. In 2009 Laonf network
was awarded with the Dossetti Prize by Regione Emilia
Romagna.

Donor: Regione Toscana and by private donors.

Nakbar — Children sponsorship

The project provides medicines and medical supplies
to Iraqi children affected by chronic diseases. Fifty five
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the Ngo Jordanian Women Union, and other NGOs
that work in the Near East. The program aimed at
promoting a campaign against socio-cultural
discrimination and violence against women in the
region. International meetings and conferences have
been organized with the participation of women
(activists, MPs, judges, etc.) coming from Arab and
European countries as part of the three-year
information campaign which had the final objective of
promoting concrete changes in family laws of Near
East countries.

Donor: European Commission.

Justice Network for Prisoners

The program has supported the setting up of a
coordination network of 30 Iraqi organizations that
work on human rights focusing on the protection of
detainees rights in the country. Iragi NGOs, which
have taken part in the first phase with a two-year
training course, have been later involved in monitoring
prisons, giving legal assistance and spreading the
principles of human rights inside civil society. More
than 2000 detainees and their family members where
assisted in the last two years.

Donor: European Commission through UNOPS and
ended in December 2010.

supported since 1995. The project is implemented in
cooperation with Iragi Al-Amal Ngo and funded by
private donors.

CSE- Civil Society Empowerment

The project has supported the partner Ngo Al-Mesalla
for activists training and CSOs capacity building in the
field of planning and administration of human rights
protection activities. It involved 18 Iraqgi governorates
and 30 NGOs that have benefited of 30 grants for
micro-projects linked to human rights protection.
Donor: European Commission through Unops.

ICSSI —Iraqi Civil Society Solidarity Initiative

The project is one of the actions resulted as a follow
up to the first Iraq Csos meeting held in April 2009 in
Velletri. By the end of 2009, a web 2.0 platform and a
web social network were established in order to
facilitate contacts and exchange of experiences among
Iragi Csos and international Csos. The social network
acts as a virtual platform to inform international public
about the status of civil society development in Iraq
and its campaigns and objectives. A special focus is
given to Trade Unions activities and networking.
Donor: Swiss Foundation F.A.I.



http://www.laonf.net/
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The House of Books in Baghdad

This project, that started in 2003, aimed at
safeguarding and restoring the book heritage of the
National Library and Archive that was severely
damaged in the aftermath of the last war. Twenty-one
Iraqi librarians worked during two years to catalogue
books and volumes escaped from the fire, and three
restorers and two computer librarians completed four-
month training courses at the National Library of
Florence. A restoration laboratory was set up in
Baghdad and it still serves nowadays all Iraqi libraries.
The Internet website of the National Library of
Baghdad (www.iragnla.org) was also set up within this
project. There it is possible to search for books, theses
and archives catalogues. “The House of Books in
Baghdad II” is the follow-up of the first phase and it
aims at digitizing books implementing trainings for
more librarians in Iraq.

Donors: European Commission, Unesco, Regione
Toscana, Provincia and Comune di Firenze.

Hiwar — Dialogue

The project started at the end of 2010 with the aim of
enhancing social dialogue among Iraqi trade unions,
institutions and the private sector. UPP together with
the Italian main trade union Ngo (Prosvil/Cgil) will
organize workshops and meetings to facilitate the
process and give counselling about tripartite
consultations.

Donor: ILO

Supporting primary health services for Iraqi refugees
in Jordan

The project aims at improving the life conditions of
Iragi refugees in Jordan by providing primary health
services in five cities: Irbid, Ramtha, Fuheis, Zarqa and
Amman, where the partner Jordanian Women’s Union
(JWU) has already established social centres active
since few years. A mobile clinic composed by doctors
and nurses offers first aid and generic health
assistance to beneficiaries. It also redirects refugees to
proper permanent health centres. As a
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activities, the centres also provide assistance to
vulnerable women, family mediation service and legal
assistance in cases of gender based violence and
trafficking.

Donor: Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Family Happiness — Children sponsorship

The project offers economic support for Palestinian
children who belong to family groups facing economic
difficulties in the Lebanese refugee camps. In
cooperation with the partner association Beit Atfal
Assumoud, since 2006 economic support has been
regularly provided to 103 Palestinian children and
their families thanks to private donors.

The school as a community development centre:
cultural activities, social liability and right to
childhood in Akkar

The project involved 7 Lebanese schools in
cooperation with the Lebanese NGO Al-Mada. It
supported school activities with families, community
and institutions in order to guarantee to children the
right to rest and leisure, and to let them engage in
playing and recreational activities, as established by
the Unicef Convention on the rights of children.

Donor: Italian Cooperation.

Support to the return of Palestinians from Nahr al-
Bared through the re-establishment of basic services
-3"and 4™ phase

The project, carried out in cooperation with the
Palestinian partner Beit Atfal Assomoud, is part of a
program aimed at supporting Palestinian population
victim of the heinous devastation occurred in 2006 in
the refugee camp of Nahr al-Bared. The project
provided health and social activities through
psychosocial support to mothers and children.
Medicines, health materials and equipments for
gynaecologic and urological departments were
purchased and  distributed throughout the
implementation period.

Donor: Italian Cooperation.

Adopt a school
The project promoted recreational activities in line

with the Convention for the rights of children in 12
schools of Bekaa and Hermel. The project also
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with children in order for them to become
independent and to be officially recognized by the
Lebanese government. Partner organizations have
been Al Jana and Permanent Peace Movement (PPM).
Donor: UNICEF and Province of Bolzano.



http://www.iraqnla.org/
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Svetlost — Children sponsorship

The project aims at supporting displaced families from
Kosovo, housed in reception centres in Kralijevo, and
resident families facing economic difficulties. In
cooperation with our local partner, the Serbian Red
Cross, in 2006 UPP gave support to 36 displaced Serb
families from Kosovo and to 23 poor families from
Kralijevo. Since 2010 the project has included
assistance to Serbian families in Kosovo.

Serbian Refugees Children Hospitality

Since 1999, UPP is organizing every summer a period
of holiday in Italy for groups of refugee children from
Serbia. In 12 years more than 300 children have been
hosted. In 2010 through the same project some
children that came to Italy within the first groups got
scholarships from Italian Universities. A twinning
between high schools has been added to the project.
Donors: University of Rome and privates.

Osservatorio Iraq

The aim of the project is to promote, through the web
site www.osservatorioiraq.it, an information network
in order to spread information and awareness in Italy
on the evolution of the Iraqi, and Near East scenario.
Since 2004, the website has offered continuous
updating on the situation in Iraq, Lebanon, Turkey,
Palestine, Syria and Iran.

Donors: Italian Cooperation, Tavola Valdese, Regione
Lazio, Charlemagne Foundation.

Gharib

The program aims at sensitizing Italian institutions on
the condition of Iraqi refugees. So far the program has
established a consultative status with Unhcr in Italy to
organize briefings and trainings on the Iragi context
for asylum commissions. The program has also
organized public meetings about the condition of Iraqi
minorities together with the Italian Senate
Commission on Human Rights. Advocacy activities are
going on towards Italian and European MPs and
towards European Institutions, also through the Ngo
Coordination Committee in Iraq (NCCI) where UPP is
board member.

A song for Falluja

In late 2006 a theatre script about the bombing over
Falluja in 2004 was written by an Italian play writer,
Francesco Niccolini, with the contribution of UPP and
many Iraqgi NGOs. The script eventually turned into a
Y2 OAS
which was presented in the most important Italian
movie theatres and acclaimed with positive critical
reviews. The movie was broadcasted in November
2007 in different towns and further printed on a DVD
support and distributed with a very popular Italian
newspaper. The theatre play has been performed
since 2008 with the collaboration of an Italian theatre
Company (CSS).

Donors: Italian Local Auth. and private sponsors.

Literary readings

Meetings of reading and music dedicated to the
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East, using literature as a privileged tool of social and
cultural expression.

Cultural journeys, youth exchanges and field visits.

Youth exchanges and cultural journeys are regularly
organized by UPP in order to let associates and friends
of the Ngo get to know better the countries where
UPP operates. UPP, because of its knowledge about
the regional context and its presence through the
offices in Jordan and Lebanon, is able to guarantee to
its members a safer journey, a broader awareness of
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encounters with several partners who present their
countries from a unique point of view.

Yalla Shebab

General objective of the project is to raise awareness
among students and teachers in high-schools as well
as in the Italian public opinion about the situation of
young people in Arab countries. The organization of an
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two years and shows films produced by children and
youth from all over the Arab world, is seen as an
effective and direct means to convey certain themes.
The first phase of the project was concluded in 2010
with a film festival in Rome. Since then, different mini-
festivals have been organized in several Italian cities.
Donors: Italian Cooperation.
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Bottega — Fair trade shop

The Bottega stems from the idea of supporting the
projects of UPP through the distribution of hand-made
products by our partners and the production of
objects with a clear message of peace and solidarity. In
2007 the Bottega consolidated the sale of promotional
items by respecting the principles of fair trade and
working in partnership with the local partners.

Peace Education

Un ponte per... sets up and implements activities in
primary and secondary schools with the objectives of
spreading knowledge about the customs and values of
different cultures, sensitizing about the countries
where the association is active and supporting the
principles of coexistence and peace. UPP is currently
partner with almost 90 schools all over Italy.

Un ponte per il lavoro

The project was organized together with the
University of Rome and aimed at supporting students
in job-orienteering in international cooperation,
journalism and international careers.

Donors: Provincia di Roma

Visti dal ponte

Through a cycle of ten seminars in the central Library
of Rome, UPP has gathered experts and journalists to
talk about Near East, Serbia, Italy and the issue of
refugees.

Truth and justice for the people of Falluja

The campaign aims at calling the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR), by
collecting signatures and organizing many public
events, for conducting an inquiry about the crimes
committed in Falluja during the bombings of 2004. The
campaign also promotes a health intervention in favor
of minors affected by genetic malformation, as more
and more children are born with such problems in the
bombed areas.

Campaign of boycott, divestment and sanctions on
Israel

The international campaign of boycott, divestment
and sanctions on Israel has been relaunched in Italy by
Un ponte per..., that has gathered the adherence of
political movements, associations and trade unions.
The campaign implies an academic boycott, a blockade
on the import of goods manifactured in the Occupied
Territories ¢ as it is a violation of Geneva Convention
and UN resolutions ¢ and a widespread action of
information about human rights violations on
Palestinians of Occupied Territories and Gaza.

Campaign for the protection of Serbian minorities
and orthodox monasteries in Kosovo and Metohija

By collecting signatures, it aims at the protection of
Serbian minorities and the cultural heritage of Kosovo
and Metohija.

Kurdistan campaign

The activities of the Association in Kurdistan during
2010 focused on raising political awareness in Italy and
organizing the participation of the delegations to the
Newroz. In Italy Un ponte per... has participated to the
meetings of the coordination for Kurdistan and
Ciscase, and has collaborated in the organization of
the Festival of Kurdish Movies on December 2010.
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Year of establishment: 1991

NGO: Registered by the Italian MoFA, ECHO, EC-Pador, Kurdish Regional Govt., Lebanese Government, Jordanian
Government.

International Partners: UNOPS, UNICEF, UNESCO, UNHCR, EC, UNDP, ILO.

Italian Local Authorities: 10 Regions, 20 Provinces, 50 Municipalities.

Associates: 370

Annual Budget 2009Y M ®Pp T MDA A €

Headquarter: Roma, Italy.
Contacts: tel +390644702906 - fax +390644703172 - info@unponteper.it

Local offices and committees: Bologna, Napoli, Reggio Calabria, Udine, Treviso, Pisa, Firenze, Milano.
Near East: Beirut, Amman, Erbil (Iraq).
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