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Un Ponte Per (UPP) is an international solidarity association and a non-governmental organisation. It was
founded in 1991 with the name “Un Ponte Per Baghdad”, to promote initiatives of solidarity for the Iraqi pop-
ulation affected by the war. Subsequently, the intervention of the organization was extended to other countries
of the Middle East and the Mediterranean area, Serbia and Kosovo.

The purpose of UPP is the prevention of armed and violent conflicts, in particular in the Middle East, through
information campaigns, cultural exchanges, cooperation projects, peace building programs and the construc-
tion of networks for social justice. UPP repudiates war as a means of resolving national and international dis-
putes, and aims at building peaceful and equitable coexistence among peoples, favouring the encounter
between different cultures, languages, religions and traditions in order to build social cohesion.

In order to act on the root causes of conflicts, a central belief for UPP is the protection of human rights and
the provision of support to those who promote and protect fundamental rights and freedom, whether these
be individuals, movements, organisations or informal groups. Consequently, UPP's interventions aimed at as-
sisting and to supporting the populations affected by wars are inseparable from engagement to construct and
reinforce the ties between the civil societies in Italy and Europe and those in the countries where the organ-
ization operates. This engagement is implemented through campaigns of advocacy, cultural exchanges and
sharing good practices, collaborative plans, construction of coalitions and the reinforcement of organisational,
structural and participatory capacities of the civil societies UPP is in working with.
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Over 30 years of activity, the participation of Un Ponte Per has changed, adapting in response to the change
of the contexts it operates in, but it has always maintained the same objective: to promote peace and human
rights and to prevent new conflicts. Equally unchanged is the commitment that the organization has in assuring
the quality of its projects, concentrating particularly on the support and self-determination of people and
communities, giving value to partnerships, respecting individualism and above all the political and social con-
text of the people and organisations it collaborates with.

Emergency Protection Access to
rights

Social cohesion
and

peacebuilding

Activism 
and 

civil society

Cultural
and  natural 

heritage

Italy

Serbia & Kosovo

Syria

Lebanon
Palestine

Iraq

Jordan

WHAT WE DO



THE RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 EMERGENCY

SYRIA

After 10 years of conflict in Syria, the humanitarian
situation continues being extremely critical, also in
the North East where UPP has operated since 2015.
Here, in addition to the effects of war, the continuous
Turkish military incursions along the border and the
water crisis, the Covid-19 pandemic has had serious
consequences on the economic, sanitary and social
conditions of the population.

In 2021, Un Ponte Per started important work to sup-
port the population in the area, beginning with pri-
mary health. The coordinated and flexible approach
by UPP, alongside that of local and international part-
ners, has allowed an immediate response to the ne-
cessities of the vulnerable communities in all of North
Eastern Syria. The support given to the sanitary struc-
tures and the communities has helped 530,600 peo-
ple who have been supplied with basic sanitary
services, and there have been 11,238 hospitalizations
during the year.
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Covid-19 has continued to spread, reaching peaks of
contagion: the low vaccine availability, the lack of
tests and the scarcity of reagents for tracking the virus
have made controlling it practically impossible, allow-
ing an unchecked increase in diffusion of contagion.
Local authorities have implemented restrictions to
movement, and in some cases also imposed lock-
downs in order to block the spread of the pandemic,
above all in refugee camps The medical teams of UPP
and the Kurdish Red Crescent (KRC) have continued
their support activities for the healthcare system, in
spite of the restrictions on movements, which have
however impeded awareness-raising activities for the
rural communities which are scattered across the im-
mense territory. To combat Covid-19, procedures
have been put in place ad hoc in clinics, UPP has sup-
plied protection measures for medical staff of all the
supported clinics and has opened 2 hospitals for the
hospitalisation of moderate and critical cases in Man-
bij and Tabqa. These have allowed for the treatment
of moderate cases and the transfer of more serious



ones to specialised facilities with intensive care facil-
ities. In total, in 2021, 2,169 people were admitted
into the 2 Centres.
One of the hardest and most wide-ranging projects in
terms of people impacted is Life-saving and life-sus-
taining health assistance to the population in NES, fi-
nanced by the European Civil Protection and
Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO). The program,
which has reached the 5th phase, is active in the area
around the city of Raqqa, in the cities of Mambij, Has-
sake and Qamishlo, in the rural areas of the province
of Hassake, North Aleppo and Deir ez-Zor, including
the refugee camps of Areesha, Al Hol, Abu Khashab
and Mahmoudli. In particular the project supports 5
clinics with basic sanitary assistance thanks to 2 Mo-
bile Medical Units and 2 Mobile Obstetrical Units, in
order to reach the more distant areas from sanitary
structures, 2 Maternity Wards in the hospitals of
Tabqa and Manbij and 2 Centres for the treatment of
Covid-19, inaugurated in the course of the year again
in Manbij and Tabqa. The program also supports the
EMCC, that is the Centre for emergency response of
North Eastern Syria with its head quarters in
Quamishlo which coordinates the ambulances of the
Kurdish Red Crescent (KRC). An important interven-
tion, currently still in its pilot phase, was started at the
end of 2021. This aims to provide medical support in
7 detention facilities for minors which house approx-
imately 240 minors associated with armed groups.
The start of these activities will mainly be in 2022.

In parallel, Un Ponte Per manages the Health compo-
nent of the project implemented by the LEARN con-
sortium: Link Emergency Response in North East
Syria, which enjoys the participation of international
organizations like People In Need (PIN), Singledarités
International (SI), Relief International (RI), and local
partner like the Kurdish Red Crescent (KRC). The proj-
ect, in its third phase in 2021, supports 8 medical fa-
cilities and 2 Emergency Centres in the area, 2
facilities partially supported Maabade Health Post
and Mambij PHC and 2 Emergency Centres (ER Cen-
tre) in Raqqa and Mambij. All the activities are sup-
ported and coordinated by the Medical Team
composed by international and Syrian experts.

The project Emergency and post-emergency re-
sponse to lifesaving health needs of conflict-affected
population in North East of Syria, with a focus on
most vulnerable groups and environmental health, fi-
nanced by Centre de Crise et De Soutien (CDCS) of
the French Foreign Ministry, is structured in two in-
terlinked components in the fields of Health and
Healthcare: the first aims to support the distribution
of services of emergency, primary and secondary
health care. The second aims to consolidate, guaran-

tee and, where necessary, institute the safe system of
sanitary waste management in various medical struc-
tures of Deir ez-Zor, Raqqa, Aleppo and Hassake. This
has allowed the reinforcement of the activities of pre-
vention and control of infections (IPC) carried out in
all medical structures in the areas of Deir ez-Zor,
Raqqa, the villages of Kobash, Jurneyyeh, al-Hasakeh,
Shaddadi, Tell Tamer, the refugee camps of Al-Hol,
Washokani and Areesha. The activities are carried out
in partnership with the Kurdish Red Crescent (KRC)
and the health services are those reported in the ac-
tion strategy of the UPP Health Sector.

Thanks to the project Darna (Our house). Support to
the maternal-infantile services for the city of Raqqa
and its province, financed by the Italian Agency for
Development Cooperation (AICS), UPP and partner
KRC have been able to assist the national hospital of
Raqqa. The program has directly assisted the activities
of reproductive health of the hospital and the train-
ing of the medical staff on topics relevant to repro-
ductive and neonatal health; moreover, thanks to the
coordination with the international NGO PIN, the first
floor of the hospital has been renovated and from
2022 will be home to the paediatric ward. Further-
more, the staff there has been trained in the cor-
rected procedures for the separation of hospital
waste, and the hospital has been equipped with bins
for waste sorting and information on how to correctly
manage hospital waste.

The project Provision of essential quality PHC serv-
ices to vulnerable people and the neglected popula-
tion in NES, now in its third phase and funded by
Swiss Development Cooperation (SDC), throughout
2021 allowed for the joint implementation with KRC
of activities in line with the strategy for the promotion
of health, according to the work plan and delivery of
health facilities to local organisations. The medical
services have been distributed in 10 Health Centres
in the areas of Hassake, Raqqa and Aleppo. Un Ponte
Per is promoting the localization of services in the
health sector by local organisations, allowing for the
delivery of 8 Centres to the KRC as local implementing
partner and to the Health Committees (CoH) man-
aged by the Autonomous Authority in order to pro-
mote ownership and responsibility, together with
long-term independence from third-party funds. UPP
will continue to provide training support, pharmaceu-
tical supplies and healthcare materials throughout
2022.

Central to all these projects is the training of health
workers and management and support staff in all the
locations of the Health program.
To maximize the impact of prevention measures
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against the spread of Covid-19, Un Ponte Per organ-
ized training courses on personal hygiene practices,
on WHO standards for the disinfection of health care
centres, on the triage of suspected cases, and on man-
agement protocols for access to health facilities.
More generally, the training courses for the health-
care staff have involved specialists in all areas: repro-
ductive health, pre and post-natal exams, dietary
screenings and evaluations, Infection prevention and
Control (IPC) of transmissible diseases, clinical man-
agement of diarrhoea and of leishmania, courses for
ambulance staff, and first aid. Alongside medical is-
sues, the doctors and other employees have been
trained in the corrected separation and disposal of
medical waste.
In total 640 staff (medical and not) have participated
in at least one technical training course about health,
environmental and management issues.
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PROTECTION
The protection and empowerment of women and girls
in 2021 continues to be central in UPP's intervention
in North East Syria. As in all contexts of war, women,
girls and children find themselves especially vulnera-
ble: as well as being displaced and facing deprivation,
a dramatic increase in the cases of domestic violence,
sexual abuses, forced and premature weddings have
also be identified. With the conflict having already
lasted 10 years, the resources of Syrian families are
dwindling, and gender-based violence also continues
because of the frequent lock downs, where women
and girls are deprived of the possibility to leaving vi-
olent domestic contexts. Only 7% of women and girls
in all of Syria has access to support and measures to
contrast gender-based violence.

In this context, in 2021 many of the intervention of
the Protection Program of Un Ponte Per were concen-
trated in the area of Raqqa: former capital of Daesh
and because of this heavily affected by the conflict.
Here, the difficulties caused by the hostilities are com-
pounded by the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic and
the scarcity of water resources. With a population of
approximately 330,000 people, in state of persistent
insecurity, the necessity of social services able to an-
swer to the needs of the residents in an effective and
sustained way remains prominent. In particular
women and girls, children and adolescents are still the
most vulnerable groups of the population and have
limited access to services and rights.

In the regions of Hassakeh and Deir ez-Zor, thanks to
the contribution of private donors , Un Ponte Per has
continued to assist 4 Women's Shelters (Mala Jin in
Kurdish or Beit Mara'a in Arabic), the staff here carry
out an important role in supporting the rights of
women and in offering support to survivors of gen-
der-based violence. In the first four months of 2021
the Mala Jin helped 212 women and girls giving them
both psychological and social support, and later refer-
ring them to legal services or doctors. Moreover there
have been 40 sessions on sensibility training and in-
formative campaigns on empowerment, rights and
awareness about gender-based violence, that reached
1,698 people between Qamishlo, Mabade, Hassake,
Abu Khashab and the refugee camps of Serekanye and
Washokani. At the same time, UPP's Protection Team
organised training modules for staff in Mala Jin on
topics such as: concept and management of gender-
based violence, Psychological First Aid, Prevention
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and sensitivity training on the topic of gender-based
violence, basic psychological and social support. Like
every year, UPP alongside the Women’s Shelters and
other local partners have contributed to the global
initiative 16 Days of Activism (25 November - 10 De-
cember), organising public events and distributing in-
formative material in order to raise awareness among
the public about gender-based violence and female
empowerment.

At the beginning of 2021 the project for the Covid-19
Emergency came to a close, funded by Otto per Mille
funds of the Waldensian Church of Italy (Union of
Methodist and Waldensian Churches), aimed at im-
proving access to health services, protection and psy-
chological/social support, and increasing awareness
on the importance of prevention and on the effects
of the pandemic on the psychological/physical well-
being of the communities in the North East of Syria.
The project helped found a call center at the peak of
the Covid-19 pandemic in Raqqa equipped with a hot-
line in order to supply protection services and psycho-
logical/social support. Between 2020 and beginning
of 2021, 32 courses and sessions on sensibility train-
ing have been conducted by Un Ponte Per for its local

partner, Doz on how to work the hotline and on the
main concepts of mental health and stress manage-
ment. The hotline handled a total of 347 calls thanks
to trained psychologists/social workers; moreover
more than 5,000 individuals were provided with in-
formation on mental health thanks to the awareness-
raising activities and campaigns against the
stigmatisation of psychological/social problems dur-
ing the pandemic; there were 88 internal and exter-
nal referrals to specialized services for more
vulnerable cases including cases of gender violence.

In January 2021 with the support of the Italian
Agency for Development Cooperation (AICS) the
project Darna Al Aman was started. The objective is
to support the safe return of the civilian population
of Raqqa with an integrative approach with the aim
of protection and well being of women and girls, and
the protection of children and adolescents. The proj-
ect has therefore ensured the continuation of the re-
productive health activities, paediatrics and neo-natal
health activities in the Raqqa Al Hilal hospital, which
have long been guaranteed by Un Ponte Per and the
Kurdish Red Crescent(KRC), ensuring free pre/post-
natal visits in the hospital to 991 pregnant women,



post-natal visits to 732 new-borns, while Mobile Units
for reproductive health have performed 8,718 exam-
inations.
Also thanks to the project, in addition to the hospital,
UPP in collaboration with its local partner Doz have
set up two Safe Spaces. Firstly a place for women and
girls (Women and Girls Safe Space) with a focus on fe-
male empowerment where information on rights and
health is available and to build a network of mutual
support through social activities, where after years of
war the role of women has been confined to the pri-
vate sphere and the family context. Here the staff sup-
ply psychological/social support and non-stigmatized
individual services to women and girls survivors of
Gender Based violence (Gender Based Violence Man-
agement Houses). During the year there were 4,273
women and girls who had access to these activities.
A second a Child Safe Space, where minors and their
families are protected and where they can receive in-
formation on their rights and well being, they are sup-
ported in developing self confidence and creative and
social competences, can relax and play in total safety.
In addition, adolescents are involved in the activities
of the community centre of DOZ, while staff and social
workers ensure the handling of the most vulnerable
cases among children who have suffered violence,
abuse and neglect to support their resilience (Child
Protection Case Management) in a context of pro-
tracted emergency. In total, 4,263 children and ado-
lescents are involved in the activities. In both the
spaces case management services provided by the
specialized staff have been offered, that have helped
88 women and girls survivors or at risk of gender
based violence and 31 cases of children exposed or
at risk of abuse, neglect, and exploitation.

To reinforce this intervention, thanks to the funds of
the Latvian Foreign Affairs Ministry it has been pos-
sible to start in partnership with DOZ in Raqqa 4 new
courses (life-skills, recreational activities with the aim
of raising awareness on issues of protection and em-
powerment) for women and girls including courses in
sewing, a course to teach basic English, club aimed at
increasing digital literacy, and activities for children,
sport club and recreational activities such as music
and art. A total of 605 participants attended these ac-
tivities.
For the 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence,
sensitization material was distributed and 5 radio
episodes were conducted in collaboration with a local
radio, Radio Bissan, which covers the areas of Raqqa,
Tabqa and Deir ez-Zor. Topics covered were women's
rights, domestic violence, economic violence, girls' ed-
ucation, breastfeeding.

These protection activities, moreover, were carried
out in unison with the interventionin the field of the
primary Health.
UPP in collaboration with the local partner Kurdish
Red Crescent (KRC) has continued to offer services of
psychological/social support to adult and children in
the hospital of Raqqa al-Hilal (Darna Al Aman proj-
ect), and in the sanitary assistance Centers of
Mabadeh, Manbij and in the refugee camp of
Washokani (project LEARN). The KRC's staff have car-
ried out weekly sessions of group of psychology/edu-
cation with women and girls, and playful and creative
sessions with children. Some reoccurring topics are
stress management, parent-child relations, positive
coping mechanisms, resilience, post-delivery well-
being and the consequences of trauma on children.
In addition, specialized staff in psycho-social support
continue to assist the Community Health Workers
during the awareness sessions on Covid-19.
At last, after to have received the necessary formation
by UPP's technical team, in the month of August 2021
psychological-social experts support have started on-
line group sessions on Problem Management Plus, fol-
lowing the guide lines developed by the WHO.
In total, in 2021, there were 8,310 women, men and
children who benefited from the psychological/social
support services provided by the KRC staff.

UPP and KRC have also carried out a project on pre-
vention and outreach on protection issues within clin-
ics and hospitals managed together with the Kurdish
Red Crescent in Raqqa, in the refugee camps of Aree-
sha and Al Hol. In 2021 the project increasingly en-
sured a holistic and integrated approach and involved
4,855 people. Activities followed a community-based
and integrated approach to Primary Health projects
and included awareness-raising campaigns, individual
and group information sessions with context-adapted
essays on child protection and gender-based violence,
especially during the campaigns for the 16 Days of
Gender Violence Activism and International Children's
Day.
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development of a market analysis with a focus on the
economic activities that undertake the recycling of
waste, with the aim of stimulating processes of circu-
lar economy. A vehicle was also purchased, thanks to
the Autonomous Province of Bolzano, which was do-
nated to the Municipality of Qamishlo in August 2021
for the transport of hazardous medical waste.

In September 2021, in order to help transfer the man-
agement of the projects to local staff, the partner KRC
developed its own project dedicated to the manage-
ment of medical waste, with its own specialised and
dedicated staff, both at the central and regional of-
fices, and in and health facilities level throughout the
NES. Moreover new staff has been hired in the areas
of Raqqa and Kobane, in order to extend the activities
together with UPP in the western zones of the NES.
Today, the sorting and management of medical waste
in health facilities involved in the project is imple-
mented and monitored by the Department of Health
and by the local Health Committees. Two new hospi-
tals in Hasakeh and Derbasiya have been included in
the system, after UPP's and the KRC' specialized staff
provided training and the material needed to start the
sorting system. In the regions of Membij and Raqqa,
meetings with the local authorities have been carried
out in order to decide which health facilities should
be involved over the next few months in the project
activities.

In 2021 the first stage of financing for the interna-
tional campaign Water for Rojava was implemented,
this was started by English cooperatives and interna-
tional networks of ecologists in partnership with Un
Ponte Per. Thanks to this participation a number of
projects of the rural cooperatives of women in the
East North of Syria have been financed, in particular
in the area of Derek, the villages of Gerkendal and
Malla Marze. Several water distribution and irrigation
systems were purchased that make more efficient use
the scarce water available in the region, and similar
systems were applied to seeds and fertilisers. Work
has also been carried out to consolidate warehouses
for the storage of agricultural products, and a caravan
has been purchased where agricultural workers can
take shelter and rest.

UPP and its local partner KRC are among the organi-
zations most committed to the issue of proper waste
disposal, and are leaders in North East Syria with re-
gard to the segregation and disposal of special med-
ical waste. There are two projects dedicated to this
theme in the area: Medical waste management and
recycling in North-East Syria, support for municipali-
ties and health facilities, supported by the Metropol-
itan Area of Barcelona; and Medical Waste Disposal
and Recycling in North East Syria, funded by the Au-
tonomous Province of Bolzano, with the same objec-
tive. The projects implemented in fact contribute to
the environmental protection given by the correct dis-
posal of medical waste. Due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the practices of separation and disposal of
medical waste have become an essential factor in en-
suring the control of infection prevention. In the
course of 2021 the involvement of the local partner
in the system of monitoring and disposal within the
21 sanitary structures supported by UPP and in the 3
disposal zones for dangerous sanitary waste, built in
the areas of Hassake, Qamishlo, Amuda was rein-
forced. All the sanitary structures have been
equipped with recycling bins, complete of special con-
tainers for cutting instruments and explanatory info-
graphic material. In every sanitary structure
explanatory billboards are present and the medical
and assistance staff have been thought the corrected
procedures of separation, risks and prevention rela-
tive to the disposal of sanitary waste. The commit-
ment of UPP and its international and local partner
has contributed to the sustainability of the waste
management system in NES through the reinforce-
ment of the technical abilities to the local partners
and stakeholder through specific courses, that were
carried out throughout the year - in presence and on-
line - aimed at the staff in sanitary structures, using
video tutorial dedicated to the correct separation of
sanitary waste.

In June 2021, the final meeting of the remote training
program was held for the drafting of a municipal plan
for the management of solid waste and recycling for
the city of Qamishlo, the program of meetings for the

ECOLOGY, 
MUNICIPALITY AND 
DEVELOPMENT
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ON THE SIDE OF CIVIL SOCIETY
Beginning in October 2019, Iraq has been swept by a
youth protest movement that is unique in the history
of the Country: hundreds of thousands of young Iraqis
gathered in public square with huge protests, most of
which have been non violent and with a high female
participation. They demanded economic reforms, the
fight against corruption, but above all the end of the
political system based on sectarian quotas. These
protests have been channelled into forms of civil dis-
obedience characterised by strikes and peaceful oc-
cupations of bridges and roads that lead to oil
infrastructures, ports and government buildings.

In 30 years of work alongside the Iraqi people, support
for civil organisations has been the hallmark of the Un
Ponte Per's work in the country, with the aim of
strengthening its capacities to promote human rights
and protect fundamental freedoms, countering vio-
lence between communities and continuous viola-
tions of the rights of women, and defend the

environmental and cultural heritage.
The participation by women that's been a distinctive
feature of the protests, has been strongly put to risk
due to the growing gender-based violence resulting
from the protests: a phenomenon augmented by the
pandemic and the lock-down, which seem to have in-
creased the incidents of domestic violence.

With this in mind, the project Al Thawra Untha is
working to support the participation of women in the
democratic process and social change, something that
has significantly increased by the revolution. A five
year project started in 2021, financed by the Dutch
foreign ministry , in partnership with PAX, Infocentre,
Tammuz and SIHA. More than 140 activists have been
involved and have organized online and in-person ac-
tivities on the issues of women's participation in the
political processes. One of the main ideas is to con-
struct a international feminist network, with which to
share, grow and establish lasting relations of solidar-
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ity. As such, the project has been implemented in two
countries, Iraq and Sudan, where protest movements
with a strong female presence began in 2019. There
will be opportunities for sharing and exchange about
the experiences in the two countries, as a tool to en-
rich both movements. UPP, believes it is fundamental
in this historical moment to support and aid women
in Iraqi society, supporting the course of action it has
undertaken .

The reinforcement of the action of the organizations
in civil society is the objective of the three year plan
Tatweer: The Civil Society Capacity Building Program,
started at the end of 2020 and is supported by fund-
ing from the European Union. 3 service Centers have
been opened in Erbil, Mosul and Basra in collabora-
tion with the local partner Al-Mesalla in order to sup-
port 38 organizations in Iraq in their work of
promoting human and environmental rights and rein-
forcing collaboration with the local and national au-
thorities. In order to achieve this, high-level training
courses have been launched in the 3 Centres to en-
courage the development of professional, legal and
technical-managerial skills, with the aim of giving
greater autonomy to local activism, also in dialogue
with major international donors. This support is not
simply training, but rather by standing alongside the
organisations and making our presence felt, assisting
with the requests that they raise themselves and that
are expressed by the local communities. Over the
course of the project, a study into the state of the civil
society in Iraq will also be carried out, and there will
be numerous events to present and discuss the sub-
jects raised.

In this context the project Human and environmental
security in Iraq during Covid, is also important,
funded by Fondation Assistance Internationale (FAI),
in 9 Iraqi cities: Baghdad, Sulaymaniyah, Hit, Ramadi,
Mosul, Amara, Babel, Basra and Tikrit. The project
started at the end of 2020 in partnership with Humat
Dijlah and Sport Against Violence Iraq, and aims to de-
fend the right of access to clean water for citizens,
raising awareness in the population and the local au-
thorities about the connection between environmen-
tal safety and human safety. The project has been
monitoring rivers and organising meetings to share in-
formation and exchange ideas with the local authori-
ties. Awareness raising campaigns have also taken
place on the topics of environmental protection, the
advocacy for the right to water and Covid-19 vaccina-
tion. Over 300 activists were involved.

Another part of the project is dedicated to the pro-
tection of activist and defenders of Human Rights.

Pag. 10:
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Further significant support to Iraqi society has been
implemented thanks to funding from CCFD-Terre Sol-
idaire for the project Civil Society Solidarity with Iraq:
from the protests to the elections. This project aims
to ensure systematic support to Iraqi civil society part-
ners, with particular regard to the Iraqi Social Forum
and Kurdistan Social Forum. The project seeks to pro-
mote support for the Defenders of human rights in
Iraq, in the face of escalating violence towards them,
promoting peace and dialogue as an alternative to vi-
olence. Among its aims are supporting the campaign
End Cross Border Bombings in Iraqi Kurdistan (ECBB),
which opposes Turkish bombings on unarmed civilians
in Iraqi Kurdistan. Another important task was carried
out by the Iraqi Civil Society Solidarity Initiative (ICSSI)
in order to guarantee fairness and transparency dur-
ing the Iraqi elections of October 2021. In this regard,
ICSSI has collected and shared a report to media and
international organisation (including the EU monitor-
ing delegation) that collates the point of view and rec-
ommendations of civil society about the electoral
process.
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Throughout 2021, UPP continued its work in promot-
ing peace and social cohesion among different com-
munities. Alongside the psychological/social support
and the protection of more vulnerable people, Un
Ponte Per has never stopped working with the com-
munities in an attempt to reconstruct the social fabric,
which has been deeply damaged by the occupation
by the Daesh militia, in particular in the Plains of
Niniveh, around the city of Mosul, the former strong-
hold for the group. 4 years after the end of the occu-
pation, alongside the damage to infrastructure, the
wounds to the social fabric still run deep, creating the
risk of an endless continuation of ow intensity conflict,
preventing the return of the those who fled the area
and the transition towards a future of sustainable
peace.

In this context, UPP launched the project Ma’an
Salam/United for Peace in the Plains of Nineveh. This
was financed by Malteser International, with funding
from the German Federal Ministry for Economic Co-
operation and Development (BMZ). The project aims
to reinforce social cohesion between the communities
through artistic, social, cultural and training activities,
helping to prevent new conflicts through a program
of Education for Peace in public schools. Started in

PEACEBUILDING AND SOCIAL COHESION
2019 and completed at the start of 2021, the project
made it possible to open 4 new Youth Centres and re-
instate 6 Community Centres in Mosul, Erbil, Tilkayef,
Bartella, Tobzawa and Sayed Hamad. With support
also from the Voice Over Foundation , these centres
have been running courses for literacy, and artistic,
recreational and sporting activities throughout the
year, that have been accessed by over 450 partici-
pants.
An important element of the project also allowed re-
search to be undertaken, with the aim of contributing
to the development of peacebuilding and social cohe-
sion processes in the post-Daesh stabilisation policies
and in the projects organised by authorities in Nin-
eveh. Four thematic areas were addressed: Divided
families and community; Preventing violent extrem-
ism; Gender and conflict: women, peace and security;
Identity and juvenile activism before and after Daesh.
In total, 529 interviews were conducted with key ac-
tors and 1,190 questionnaires were collected. The re-
sults and recommendations have been presented and
shared with the local decision makers, politicians and
relevant communities.
Thanks to many years of experience in peace- build-
ing, UPP has been able to launch a National Study Pro-
gram to prevent the emergence of fundamentalism. 
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With the support of the NOVACT association and the
Catalan Agency of Cooperation (ACCD), in the 2019
the Iraq Observatory for the Prevention of Violent
Extremism (OPEV) was founded. Iraqi activists and re-
searchers work here, coordinated by the nonviolent
movement LAONF and the Peace and Freedom Or-
ganization. Over the course of 2021, thanks to the
second phase of the project, they have carried out nu-
merous activities that had been planned for the pre-
vious year but had been delayed because of the
pandemic. The projects included a particular focus on
Syrian refugees in Sulaymaniyah in the district of
Arbat, promoting awareness-raising activities around
gender-based violence and the mediation of inter-
community violence. These activities have been or-
ganised in the community centre in Sulaymaniyah and
included radio broadcasts and awareness-raising cam-
paigns about nonviolent conflict resolution and sport
as a means of tackling violence, as well as educa-
tional, artistic and sporting activities and awareness-
raising sessions about Covid-19. In total, 8,160 people
were involved.

Pag. 12-13:
Iraq, Sulaymaniyah. Activity in the Youth Centers 

Photo: UPP.

VOLUNTEER 
PROGRAM
In order to guarantee continuity to the work in the
Centres and free them from the reliance on interna-
tional funding, local UPP staff and young participants
have launched a significant participatory process to
establish a group of volunteers who will be able to
manage the centres, ensuring they continue to op-
erate as places for the development of peace and co-
operation. The program has also been recognized by
the Iraqi Youth Ministry. The objective is to ensure
sustainability to these centres through a focus on the
younger generations.
Thanks to the initial contribution of the Voice Over
Foundation, 50 young people have been directly
managing the activities in the community Centres
since May 2021.
This has been an important step towards ensuring
the continuation of the activities of these Centres,
which started thanks to the financing of international
donors and is now a valuable resource for the com-
munity.



In 2021, Un Ponte Per continued to work on the pro-
tection of Iraqi cultural heritage and the environment
by trying to recover archaeological and natural sites,
with the aim of teaching and preparing young people
for careers in the field of responsible tourism. Cultural
cooperation has always been at the heart of UPP's
work: from the restoration of the Library and Histori-
cal Archive of Baghdad with started in 2003, to the
programs in 2011 and 2014 to protect the minorities
that make up the "Iraqi mosaic". The history of this
country is tied to the history of Un Ponte Per by the
twin threads of solidarity and knowledge.

The Sumereen project, supported by funding from
UNDP and the European Union, is a multi-year proj-
ect that began in the middle of 2020, with the aim of
protecting the priceless cultural heritage of the ar-
chaeological site of Ur and of the Mesopotamic
marshes in the region of Thi Qar, while at the same
time promoting development of the area as an eco-
friendly tourist destination and improving workplace
opportunities in the field of sustainable tourism and
environmental conservation. Throughout the year

CULTURAL HERITAGE AND 
ACCESS TO WORK

important results have been achieved: the archaeo-
logical site of Ur has been equipped to receive the first
visitors safely, with a careful environmental evaluation
of the work undertaken. The area has been provided
with bicycles and an electric bus in order to ease mo-
bility inside the facility, a system of paths and obser-
vation areas has been completed near the Royal
Cemetery and the Zigurat, the non-protected areas
have been fenced off, and the entire site has been
equipped with points to access drinkable water, which
before were totally absent. At the same time inform-
ative panels have been created in Arabic and English
according to UNESCO standards, and the English sec-
tion of a web site has been completed for the promo-
tion of the site in Ur and the archaeological artefacts
there. To enhance the area of the Mesopotamic
Marshes, an ecovillage has been built in the area of
Um AlWadaa, designed to be a hub for responsible
and sustainable tourism, a development model that
is unique in the country. Here, thanks to a collabora-
tion with a sports club in Chibayish, a sports center
will be built where visitors can enjoy the water on ca-
noes or pedalos.
This intervention was accompanied by extensive train-

14



ing activities aimed at about 400 young Iraqis , to help
them find employment in the responsible tourism
sector. Craft workshops have been built which focus
on the construction of reed houses (Mudhif) and tra-
ditional boats, and the preparation of traditional food
using dates. Many of the training activities will con-
tinue throughout 2022.

The promotion of responsible tourism and the cre-
ations of working opportunities are aspects that unite
this project with Regakan project in Sulaymaniah, in
the Kurdistan region. Thanks to funding from the Ital-
ian Episcopal Conference (CEI), a Centre for profes-
sional training was established in 2017 at the
monastery of Deir Maryam al-Adhra, the project has
continued to develop here, becoming a stable refer-
ence point for training in the area. During 2021,
courses in English, Arabic and ecotourism were of-
fered to 120 students, with an additional 70 tourism
students. Moreover, an important collaboration with
the Italian Association for responsible tourism (AITR)
was established, thanks to which it has been possible
to offer training for 18 operatives in the field and civil
employees of the local Government, in order to share
experience developed in Italy and to share best prac-
tices for the methodology and tools to enhance the
archaeological and natural sites which are abundant
in the Sulaymaniah area. This has led to a collabora-
tion with the technicians of the Ministry the tourism

and the Department of cultural assets in Kurdistan,
launching a mapping project of the sites of historical
interest with the aim of improving accessibility whilst
protecting the environment and local traditions. The
project plans on providing, 7 micro-funding packages
to small businesses to support the development of
the eco-sustainable hospitality sector, these will be
distributed during 2022 to those who have attended
the training courses.
The project also supported vocational training and
work placement for young people in the Erbil Region:
a training program was launched for the various pro-
fessional roles working in the field of humanitarian aid
(project management and administration, communi-
cation, logistics) and multimedia professions. 180
young people have been trained, and for the 60 most
deserving, a training course in NGOs and local com-
panies is underway.

Pag. 14:
Iraq, Archaeological Site of UR.

Photo: UPP.

Pag. 15:
Iraq, Eco-village in the Marshes.
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STARTING AGAIN FROM WOMEN
In 2021, UPP carried out a project on reproductive,
maternal and neonatal health, and psychological/so-
cial support and protection for women survivors of
gender-based violence, this was aimed in particular at
women and minors who returned to their homes fol-
lowing the defeat of Daesh in the Nineveh Plain area.
The consequences of 3 years of occupation and con-
tinuous violence have been immeasurable, both for
the city of Mosul and for other cities and villages in
the area. Infrastructure, including health infrastruc-
ture, has suffered incalculable damage. Hundreds of
thousands of people have lost everything they owned
and have returned to find their homes sacked, burned
or completely destroyed. On top of the material dam-
age, a great part of the population has been forced to
start again from zero, often without sufficient means
and few certainties for the future. The combination of
these problems are still seriously affecting the mental
health of men, women and children, with the danger
of leaving long-lasting psychological scars, which
could well get worse if the trauma is not dealt with in
time and with the proper attentions.

This is the context in which the project Salamtak (your
health), was launched in February 2021. It has now
reached the 3rd phase, thanks to funding from the
Italian Agency for Development Cooperation (AICS).
In little more than 10 months it has been possible to
get medical staff and psychologists into 3 Centers of
the district of Mosul, as well as social workers (Pri-
mary Health Care in Hermat in West Mosul, Primary
Health Care in Nimrud, Hamdaniya and centre Ma' an
Na'ud in Bashiqa, in the southern district of Mosul).
Thanks to this initiative it was also possible to con-
struct and equip a new Mental Health and Psycho-
logical/social Support Department of about 200
square meters at the Al Salam Teaching Hospital in
Mosul, in less than a month since it opened, data
shows an increase of about 277% in the number of
people accessing the services.
During 2021, 2,950 women and adolescents have ac-
cessed the reproductive health services in Mosul,
Nimrud and Bashiqa, with 727 children have accessed
paediatric services in Bashiqa. Psychological/social
support has provided 318 group support sessions and



SYRIAN REFUGEES
IN IRAQ 

17

843 individual consultations. Furthermore, the
awareness raising campaigns involved as many as
5,641 people.
Between March and September 2021, the emergency
project Himaya, funded by IHF (OCHA), supported
new displaced people and returnees caused by the
sudden closures of camps in Iraq, mainly in the west-
ern areas of Mosul.
UPP has supplied specialised services against gender
based violence and psychological/social support for
women, girls, men and boys in the Primary Health
Care facilities in Hermat and in Mosul Jadida and the
neighbourhoods of the city affected by the arrival of
repatriated and displaced people. Through the com-
bination of prevention, risk mitigation and response,
the project has worked to strengthen a protective en-
vironment, challenging the root causes of gender-
based violence.
At the end of the project 3,185 individuals including
2,181 women and 203 girls participated in awareness
raising sessions about the prevention or response to
gender violence. 349 women received dignity kits,
while 7 awareness raising events were organised on
the prevention of gender violence, risk mitigation or
response conducted through Radio One FM.
386 individuals received individual or group psycho-
logical/social support, while 229 people have been
refereed to other specialists, and 213 women have
been helped with cases of gender violence.

UPP has worked on the border between Syria and Iraq
since the beginning of the Syrian crisis in 2011, receiv-
ing and orienting the people escaping from the con-
flict, initially distributing essential items and supplies,
and from the end of 2012 organising its own multi-
year project aimed at providing psychological/social
support for Syrian refugees in the refugee camps in
the areas of Erbil and Dohuk.
Since the start of 2019, the activities have been fo-
cused in the refugee camps in the regions of Erbil with
the objective of improving the mental health condi-
tions and mitigation the psychological/social vulnera-
bility of the Syrian refugees in the area, as well as
training the staff of the Health Department (DoH).
Over the course of 2021 the project Strengthening
the provision of MHPSS assistance to Syrian
Refugees in the Erbil Governorate, financed by the
UNHCR pursued the aim of improving the mental
health conditions and mitigating the psycho-social
vulnerability of the refugees, continuing to improve
services in the urban areas for refugees of all nation-
alities, collaborating with the DoH's and UPP's staff.
Over the 12 months, 1,950 people have had access to
sessions of psychiatric support, included the free dis-
tribution of medicine; 1,602 people have had access
to psychological/social support sessions, including
family support sessions; 11,132 people have been in-
volved in support groups, psychological education,
psychological/social activities; 5,381 people have par-
ticipated in workshops and have been visited by com-
munity workers going house to house. 
In December cash assistance was offered in order to
cover the transport charges for the more vulnerable
patients who had to reach the psychiatric hospital of
Erbil.
The training aspect of the project involved 36 school
teachers in the refugee camps, specialists in emo-
tional learning in children, and adaptable learning en-
vironments. 9 community volunteers specialised in
problem management advice techniques, and 40 civil
employees of the Health department, exploring topics
around the provision of clinical services.

Pag. 16:
Iraq, Bashiqa. Center of Reproductive health.
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JORDAN

PROTECTION AND INCLUSION
Also during 2021, UPP focused on protection and
tackling social exclusion, with particular attention for
mental health and physical disability, seeing as the
Jordanian health system does not offer it, especially
during the Covid-19 pandemic. Un Ponte Per's inter-
vention was concentrated in the Governorates of
Amman, Zarqa and Irbid.

Thanks to the project, Jayeen, now in its 2nd phase
and funded by Otto per Mille funds of the Walden-
sian Church of Italy (Union of Methodist and
Waldensian Churches) , Un Ponte Per has worked to
tackle social exclusion and guarantee adequate sup-
port to the most vulnerable Syrian refugees and Jor-
danians who are disabled or suffer from mental health
disorders, especially children. This started in 2020,
and in 2021 341 people were helped in the first se-
mester alone. Among these, 181 were visited by a
Mobile Unit which made it possible to carry out home
rehabilitation and training sessions of physiotherapy
and occupational therapy. In addition, 32 people re-
ceived assistance tools and 160 people have had ac-
cess to psychological counselling services.

Attention for vulnerable communities is also shared
with the project Rihlat Amani, funded by the Italian
Agency for Cooperation to Development (AICS).
Starting at the end of 2019 and concluded in March
2021, the project has improved access to protection
services for the most vulnerable, with focus on adults
and minors effected by disabilities and their families,
minors at risk of dropping out of school, women and
girls at risk of gender based violence and people with
specific mental health needs. Between January and
March 2021 740 people were included in after school
activities, peer counselling, Paralympic activities and
legal, psychological and psychological/social support.
In order to counter the suspension of school classes
due to the pandemic, recovery classes were organised
which have effectively replaced the face to face les-
sons in school, supplying children and in particular
children with disabilities, a space to meet, share, relax
and grow.

Further more in the early months of the year, the last
stages of project POWER were completed: Promoting

18



the economic and social strengthening of vulnerable
women in Jordan, Lebanon and Egypt. Launched at
the end of 2019, POWER is a project which collabo-
rated with ARCS Culture Solidali, financed by the Ital-
ian Agency for Cooperation to Development (AICS)
and aimed at promoting social and economic empow-
erment of the female Syrian refugees and vulnerable
Jordanian women through training courses and access
to micro-credit funds. After the training for business
management and technical training for entrepreneur-
ship, the 30 women of the 10 cooperatives have
begun to plan to set up their own small businesses
and to request the necessary materials for starting or
strengthening the businesses; through the plan they
have been supplied with the necessary equipment
and skills. Since January 2021, after the distribution
of the equipment, there has been a process of moni-
toring the performance of small companies created
or strengthened thanks to the project.

Pag. 18:
Jordan, Amman. Women involved in the POWER project.

Photo: UPP.

Pag. 19:
Jordan, Amman. Project activities Jayeen.
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THE RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 EMERGENCY

LEBANON 

During 2021, Un Ponte Per focused its efforts on sup-
porting the response to the Covid-19 emergency in
Lebanon. After two years of deep economic and social
crisis, and after the devastating explosion at the port
of Beirut in the summer of 2020, the Lebanese popu-
lation and the palestinians in refugee camps were hit
hard by the pandemic, with a significant impact on the
number of minors who abandoned school and im-
pacted by mental health disorders.

With the project Inter-Community: Integration
through Education, financed thanks to funds from the
Otto per Mille funds of the Waldensian Church of
Italy (Union of Methodist and Waldensian Churches),
Un Ponte Per offered academic and psychological sup-
port to students of the Palestinian refugee camp of
Bourj el Shemali of Tiro, who were at risk of leaving
school and facing violence. At the Beit Atfal Assumoud
center, 53 students were involved in recovery classes
and had access to psychological support services.
There was also no shortage of sports activities that
saw the participation of both Palestinians and
Lebanese youths. Finally, given the extremely precar-
ious health conditions within the Palestinian camps,
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11 awareness raising sessions on the diffusion and
prevention of Covid-19 were organized, with more
than 200 participants, and distributions of hygiene
and basic necessities to the families of the students.

The support to the Centres of the partner Beit Aftal
Assomoud continues with the project Emergency
Covid-19 in the Palestinian camps, financed by Fons
Català de Cooperaciò al Desenvelupament (FCCD). In
the first months of 2021, the necessary personal pro-
tective equipment was provided to all the students
and workers in the Centres, in order to be able to re-
open them in compliance with health protocols. In
total, 480 protective visors were distributed to pro-
tect against Covid-19, as well as 2,300 surgical masks
and a sanitation kit for each Center. Furthermore,
sponsorship was provided for the production of 3,935
washable masks and the purchase of 1,500 hygienic
kits. Specifically, the masks were made by the women
of the Shatila camp, thus investing in the circular
economy of the camp. To raise awareness of the
spread of Covid-19, a prevention and information
campaign was launched in the Palestinian camps
through the production and distribution of informa-



tion material reaching all 933 families in the camps.
The project Bridge of Hope, with the support of the
Federation of the Evangelical Churches in Italy (FCEI)
and the funds collected with the Lebanese Emergency
campaign, supports Palestinian and Syrian refugees
with primary health services in the camps of Shatila,
Bourj el Shemali and Rashidiye (Tiro), with the aim of
coping with the consequences of the economic crisis
and the Covid-19 pandemic. This has allowed 550
women, men, girls and boys to receive medical assis-
tance and support, guaranteeing consultations and
medical visits both in the Palestinian camps and in the
informal settlements, clinical examinations, surgical
interventions, chemotherapy and other specialised
visits. Moreover, life-saving medication and special-
ized therapies were purchased and administered,
such as hygiene kits and personal protective equip-
ment aimed at the reduction and the prevention of
Covid-19. Finally, with the launch of the vaccine cam-
paign in Lebanon, the staff has helped the refugees to
register for vaccination programs for Covid-19.

WOMEN 
BUILDERS 
OF PEACE

FOOD
SAFETY

UPP is pursuing its commitment to the implementa-
tion of United Nations Security Council Resolution
1325, in order to strengthen the role of women in de-
cision-making and peace building processes. With the
project Women challenging war: Women who chal-
lenge war between Italy and Middle East, financed
by the MAECI/DGAP -Direzione Generale Affari
Politici, 110 young women from Lebanon and Iraq
were involved in training about peace building, and
76 young people in courses on leadership, starting
with women, 25 organizations and associations for
the creation of a Peace building Academy. Ample at-
tention has been given to online sessions, given the
restrictions in place to contain the spread of the pan-
demic: 5,560 people have been involved in awareness
raising sessions on the topic of UN Resolution number
1325 through online campaigns, seminars and two
final conferences (in person and online) in Beirut, in
Lebanon, and the Sinjar, in Iraq.

The project Engendering Peace: a bridge between
women in Lebanon and Iraq has taken a similar ap-
proach, funded by MAECI/DGAP - Direzione Generale
Affari Politici, which included Lebanese and Iraqi or-
ganizations and activists. Launched in 2020, the first
three months of 2021saw the concluding activities: in
particular two conferences organised by the partners
Fighters for Peace (Lebanon) and Dak Organization
(Iraq) with a total participation of 155 people.

Furthermore, Un Ponte Per actively participated in the
project Basket Beats Borders. In summer 2021 it sup-
ported a summer camp together with Sport Against
Violence, with the aim of tackling children at risk of
leaving school and offering free sport sessions to chil-
dren between the ages of 9 to 14 in the camp of
Shatila. Starting from September, thanks to the con-
tribution of Foundation Voice Over, the summer ac-
tivities were followed up, guaranteeing their
implementation. Thus it was possible to form a youth
basketball team of 15 girls, a boxing team of 8 boys
and girls, and free English and drawing classes for chil-
dren and teenagers between the ages of 8 and 14.

Beginning from September 2021 the project Amn Al-
Insani: towards to prioritization of Human Security
was started thanks to the funding of the Otto per
Mille funds of the Italian Catholic Church - Con-
ferenza Episcopale Italiana (CEI) in the districts of
Aley and Chouf (Mount Lebanon). Objective: to in-
volved cooperatives and families of smallholder farm-
ers in a cycle of training, meetings and workshops in
order to give them a greater awareness about issues
of human and alimentary safety. During the four-
month period, work was done to identify cooperatives
and beneficiary families through meetings with local
organisations, trade unions and municipalities. The
sessions will be implemented from 2022.

Pag. 20:
Lebanon, Beirut. Assmoud Educational Centres.

Photo: UPP.
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SPONSORSHIP PROGRAMMES

FAMILY HAPPINESS
The project Family Happiness supports school at-
tendance for Palestinian youth in Lebanese
refugee camps. Primary attention goes to or-
phaned children, or those who struggle with seri-
ous social or health conditions. The project is
implemented in collaboration with the Palestinian
NGO, Beit Atfal Assomoud, which has been active
in the camp since 1974, and which also works to
provide health and social support in 10 of the 12
other camps in Lebanon. Since 2013, the program
has expanded to reach Syrian children and adoles-
cents, as well as Syrian-Palestinian refugees in
the country, with daycare and nurseries, tempo-
rary classrooms, trainings, and healthcare serv-
ices.

FARAH     
The project, Farah (Joy), aims at supplying medical
assistance and care, and follows the treatment of
Iraqi minors suffering from chronic or serious ill-
nesses. The program provides support from a dis-
tance for minority children living in the country,
and is carried out in collaboration with the Kur-
dish-Iraqi organization, Yaum al-Hurriyya. The
medicine provided is purchased locally, and local
partners ensure its distribution to families. The
children who participate in the project generally
reside in small villages in the area, particularly
those which are more remote, far from the main
hospitals in the region.

SVETLOST
The project, Svetlost (Light on invisible children),
aims to provide support to displaced families
from Kosovo, both in southern Serbia and to those
who have returned but are still struggling with
poverty and hardship. In 2010, the project was re-
launched, thanks to the book and DVD, ‘The
Scream from  Kosovo’, which, through powerful
testimonies and videos, describes the living con-
ditions of refugees from Serbia and Kosovo 10
years after the conflict in 1999. Since the begin-
ning of 2011, in collaboration with the Monastery
of Decani, the project has also extended to the
Serbian communities in Kosovo.



ITALY AND EUROPE

The research work is combined with the current ac-
tivity of the network In Defence of in the "Business
and Human Rights" sector, which led, following the
consultations of the Inter-ministerial Committee for
Human Rights and important talks undertaken with
the OSCE Mission in Italy, to the inclusion of the issue
of Defenders in the new Italian NAP on Business and
Human Rights. Moreover Un Ponte Per participated
in the network of Italian Cities Shelter: the cities of
Trento and Padova participated in the first relocation
of the program, thanks to key input from Un Ponte Per
and its collaboration with the EUTRP. The young peo-
ple involved in the program in Rome accompanied the
defenders to the city of Rome, after having con-
tributed to the organization of the event dedicated to
them, held at the Senate in December 2021.

IN DEFENSE OF
Un Ponte Per's continues its commitment to promot-
ing the protection of the defenders of human rights,
also in Italy in collaboration with In Defence Of - For
human rights and who defends them, a network that
UPP has played an important role in building. 

In 2021, with the project Ponti In Difesa Di, 4 young
men and women in the Universal Civil Service pro-
gram were trained in awareness raising and research
activities. A such, 10 in-depth research workshops
were carried out on defenders of human rights in pri-
mary and secondary schools in Rome and Pisa. At the
same time, together with Centro Nuovo Modello di
Sviluppo, they worked on the structuring and drafting
of research on the impact of businesses on the activity
of the Defenders. The research, published in April
2022, provides an overview of international, Euro-
pean and Italian legislation, which regulates the im-
pact of the activities of companies in the field of the
protection of human rights and its defenders. A gen-
eral chapter is accompanied by the analysis of two
case studies of Italian companies, whose activities im-
pact, respectively, on defenders of the rights of the
environment and indigenous peoples in Mexico and
Canada, and on defenders of trade union and labour
rights in the Tuscan city of Prato.

23

Pag. 23:
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EDUCATING ABOUT DIFFERENCES
Every year UPP carries out training and Peace Educa-
tion programs in Italy which provide young people
with tools to become citizens that are aware and re-
spectful of different cultures, seeing schools as the
ideal place for the construction of processes of knowl-
edge and integration. Also in 2021, despite the ongo-
ing pandemic crisis, the volunteers of Un Ponte Per's
local Committees were determined to continue train-
ing activities.

In particular, the local Committee of Milan and Monza
in 2020 started the project Monza A.C.T.S. on - Art Cir-
cus Slam Theatre, financed by the Foundation of the
Community of Monza and Brianza , whose activities
had been suspended due to the pandemic. Activities
were organised as part of a workshop about urban art
that involved 11 participants, two poetry slam work-
shops by the partner's trainers Arci Scuotivento aimed
at 34 participants, and a social circus workshop by the
partner's employees Parada aimed at 32 participants.

At the same time, the volunteers at the Campano
Committee organised activities of peace education
and non-violent conflict management, with a partic-
ular focus on gender violence by analysing its anthro-
pological, sociological, psychological and legislative

aspects. Meetings were organised that involved ap-
proximately 300 students from schools of all levels,
as well as teachers and staff. Protocols of understand-
ing and training courses were offered, aimed at ac-
quiring methodologies and strategies that could be
used again in classes where particular problems were
detected.

Pag. 24:
Italy, Naples. Activities of education for peace.

Photo: UPP.

Pag. 25:
Italy, Rome. Mobilization against the Italy-Libya agreements.

Photo: UPP.
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CAMPAIGNS AND ADVOCACY

A BRIDGE TO LIBYA
AND TUNISIA
Following the 2021-2025 Intervention Strategy,
throughout the year the association has begun to ex-
plore the possibility of extending its operations to the
North African area, starting with Tunisia and Libya, es-
tablishing initial ties with local civil society organisa-
tions.
In Libya, relations with associations of activists for the
defence of human rights and freedom of speech have
started to be built, they have spoken about their ex-
periences in public meetings with the aim of broad-
ening public debate in the country, going beyond the
dominant geopolitical narrative of a country divided
between the military services and human traffickers,
shining a light on the work of the many organisations
that operate every day in an extremely complex and
repressive context.
In Tunisia, the foundations were laid for a first collab-
oration with local society, starting with the Associa-
tion Lina Ben Mhenni with whom we worked to plan
a project to raise awareness among the Italian public
about the issue of migration in the Mediterranean
and prevent violent extremism among different
groups of Arabic-speaking migrants held in prisons in
Italy.

In 2022, UPP continues to work to consolidate these
links and identify common strategic intervention ac-
tivities.

NO PROFIT ON 
PANDEMIC
In 2021 Un Ponte Per joined the European initiative
No profit on the pandemic, with the aim of promot-
ing an initiative by European citizens (ICE) and to ask
the European Commission to take a stand regarding
the suspension of patents for the Covid-19 vaccine
and to do everything in its power to make the vaccine
and the anti-pandemic treatments freely accessible
to all. Throughout the year, a campaign to collect sig-
natures online and in public initiatives was promoted
and there was active participation in the awareness-
raising days organized by the network.



BDS CAMPAIGN
UPP is supporting the initiative Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions (BDS), which supports the academic
and cultural boycott of Israeli institutions and the eco-
nomic boycott of all Israeli products, starting with
those from illegal settlements built in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories, as a form of nonviolent protest
against the violation of human rights, the Geneva
Conventions and UN Resolutions committed by Israel.
The campaign, launched by Palestinian civil society in
2005 and inspired by the anti-apartheid movement in
South Africa, was relaunched in Italy in 2009 with sig-
nificant support from UPP

DISARM AND 
“SBILANCIAMOCI!”
In Italy UPP is an active part in the initiatives of the
Italian Network for Disarmament for the promo-
tion of disarmament and arms control, and of the
Unbalance! Campaign promoting a just economy
and a different development model. The main ini-
tiatives in 2021 that UPP was involved in included
the promotion of the "Italy, think again" Campaign,
promoting nuclear disarmament and a Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons; and the pub-
lication of the "Sbilanciamoci! Report 2021".

EPLO
In Brussels UPP took part in the European Peace
building Liaison Office's (EPLO) work, the platform
of independent civil society that brings together
NGO's, networks and think-thanks involved in the
construction of peace with civil interventions and
the prevention of violent conflicts. Campaigns and
advocacy meetings were organised and policy pa-
pers were shared in order to put pressure on the
European Union and the member states, in the
hope that the UE will strengthen its capacity for
soft-power in foreign politics, its task of preven-
tion of conflicts and the civil component in emer-
gency and defence missions. Specifically, UPP has
participated in writing the strategy for the UE in
Iraq and has been consulted in the implementa-
tion process.

30 ANNI DI 
ATTIVISMO
In 2021, UPP celebrated the thirtieth anniversary
of its foundation. There were many events to
make this, including, a series of online insights or-
ganised in collaboration with journalists and ex-
perts from the Middle East, to re-examine some of
the key moments in recent history: from the First
Gulf War to the international pacifist mobilisation
against the Second Gulf War; from the 10 years of
conflict in Syria to the recurrence of the NATO
bombings in former Yugoslavia; from the role of in-
formation in informing people about conflicts to
an in-depth study on Libya, after the Berlin Peace
Conference.
All this information is available on a dedicated
website that also provides live streams of events,
as well as testimonies and memories related to the
history of Un Ponte Per: 
www.30anni.unponteper.it. 

Pag. 26:
Rome, Italy. Vignette donated by Vauro Senesi 
to mark the 30th anniversary of Un Ponte Per
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LOCAL COMMITEES
In Italy, UPP's work is carried out both by its staff at its headquarters in Rome and by a network of local com-
mittees around the country. Run and managed independently by volunteers, over the years the Committees
have diversified their own projects, carrying out different activities based on local needs, the existing network
of associations, the skills and abilities of the volunteers who work there, and the various fields of operation
of UPP. Currently, the organization has 5 local committees. They are also supported by the UPP education
group, which works in schools promoting intercultural harmony and Education for Peace, the people working
in this group operate traversal in all the cities where local committees are present, and in Rome.

CAMPANIA
● Civil Peace Corps in the Terra dei Fuochi

● Anti-mafia activities in collaboration with Libera.
● Peace Education, Projects and Workshops in Schools

TUSCANY
● Peace Education, Projects and Workshops in Schools
● Intercultural Activities
● Anti-discrimination Observatory
● Organisation of activities to support the Israeli Anti-Apartheid Week
(IAW) as part of the BDS campaign

TURIN
● Youth twinning Italy/Lebanon/Iraq
● Peacebuilding activities in collaboration with
Centro Studi Sereno Regis
● Organisation of the UN International Days
for Palestine

MILAN AND MONZA
● Workshops with migrants
● Intercultural Activities
● Participation in anti-fascist and anti-racist local net-
works

ANCONA
● Workshops with children and children

● Activities on the topic of refugees, in
partnership with AMAD
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INFO

UPP ITALIA
Headquarters
Via Angelo Poliziano 18-20-22
00184, Rome, Italy
Tel: +39 0644702906
Fax: +39 0644703172 
comunicazione@unponteper.it
raccoltafondi@unponteper.it

Pisa Office
Piazza Giuseppe Garibaldi 33
56124, Pisa, Italy
toscana@unponteper.it

Local Commitees:
Milan and Monza
milano@unponteper.it
monza@unponteper.it
Facebook: @upp.milanoemonza 

Tuscany
toscana@unponteper.it
Facebook: @UPPcomitatotoscano 

Turin
torino@unponteper.it
Facebook: @upp.torino

Rome
roma@unponteper.it

Campania
napoli@unponteper.it
Facebook: @upp.napoli

ONLINE

www.unponteper.it
www.30anni.unponteper.it
www.sostegniadistanza.unponteper.it
https://figlidellostessomondo.it
Facebook: @unponteper 
Twitter: @unponteper  
Instagram: @unponteper
YouTube: unponteper 
Linkedin: un-ponte-per

DONATIONS

Bank: IBAN:  IT 09 T 05018 03200 0000 11007903 
Online: www.dona.unponteper.it/donate

Produced by Un Ponte Per in June 2022.
Translated by Thomas Gimour.




